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(54) ILLEGAL USE PREVENTION METHOD FOR SOFTWARE 

(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent the illegal use of software by allowing the software not to normally operate unless a number 
calculated out of a password does not coincide with a serial number of a hard disk. 

SOLUTION: A key word prepared on the basis of a serial number of a hard disk is made a password for software and a function for 
making a correct judgment when the serial number of the hard disk is calculated from the password to the software and they coincide 
with each other, is added. Thus, since the software does not normally operate except at the hard disk of a non-user, an illegal use of 
the software becomes impossible. 
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A. Relevance of the Above- identified Document 

This document has relevance to Claims 1. 2, 5, 6, 
9, 10, 15 and 16 of the present application. 

B . Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[0005] 

[EMBODIMENT] According to the present invention having 
the foregoing arrangement, a user starts software so as 
to obtain the serial number of a hard disk, and advise 
of it to a software seller. When thus contacted, the 
software seller generates a password based on the 
serial number of the hard disk, and advises of it to 
the user. The user inputs the password, and stores it 
in the software. Whenever the software is started, the 
software computes the serial number of the hard disk 
according to the password so as to compare the computed 
information with the serial number of the hard disk. 
When they are identical, the software judges it 
correct. 
[0006] 

[EXAMPLE] In order to practice the present invention, 
the serial number of the hard disk has been obtained 
with the GetVolumelnf ormation function of the Windows 
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operating system. Then, the software has been given an 
optional function to display the serial number of the 
hard disk to the user. It is arranged that the report 
of the serial number of the hard disk from the user to 
the seller is conducted over the Internet, and a 
password is automatically issued by a program. Since 
the serial number has 9 digits, which, is quite long, it 
is recommended, when displaying it to the user, to 
modify the serial number by reducing the number of 
digits and/or inserting a hyphen, thereby reducing 
errors when reporting the serial number. A password is 
prepared using a different algorithm per software, 
thereby intensifying security. Each software is 

additionally given a mechanism such that, in the case 
where the number computed from the user's inputted 
password is not identical with the serial number of the 
hard disk, the operation of the software is prohibited, 
function is partially limited, and/or a message 
requesting remittance is displayed. 
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